
Dr. Nikki Taylor, Board Chair 

Dr. Nikki Taylor, MD is a Detroit-raised, first-generation physician, breast 

cancer survivor, and nationally emerging advocate whose leadership is 

deeply rooted in community empowerment and service. As Chair of the 

Board of Directors for Elms Family and Community Services, she is 

committed to advancing the organization’s mission of rebuilding, 

strengthening, and empowering youth, families, and adults by helping 

remove the social, economic, and educational barriers that limit 

opportunity. Dr. Taylor brings a values-driven approach to governance—

centering integrity, collaboration, and sustainable solutions that move 

communities forward. 

 

During her medical training, Dr. Taylor was diagnosed with early-stage 

breast cancer after standard screening failed to detect her disease due to 

extremely dense breast tissue. That experience—navigating illness while 

continuing to serve—shaped her advocacy lens and deepened her belief 

that prevention, early intervention, and access to resources are essential to 

breaking cycles of hardship. Her lived experience reinforces Elms Family and 

Community Services’ focus on continuous prevention, one-to-one support, 

and addressing trauma with compassion, dignity, and accountability. 

 

Through her board leadership and community advocacy, Dr. Taylor 

champions initiatives that support youth development, family stability, 

workforce readiness, education, and healing after loss. She believes, in 

alignment with the organization’s founding vision, that people are not born 

broken—rather, with the right support, mentorship, and village; lives can be 

restored and strengthened. Her work reflects a shared commitment to 

ensuring individuals and families are not only supported in moments of 

need but empowered to achieve lasting success. 


